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ers for Ms influence on the foreign vote, and, pend-
ing these, he could decide nothing as to his future
movements. I was in the habit of going to see him
at night, and sometimes waited for the departure of
the committees of the politicians who were in dis-
cussion with him. One night, when I went in, I
found him in a state of nauseated irritation, and he
broke out, saying, " Mr. Stillman, if your country
does not get rid of these politicians it will be ruined
in fifty years." He had just received a Democratic
committee, which had formally promised him, in
return for the influence he might exert in favor of
their candidate, two ships of war ready for service,
and a sum of money, the exact amount of which I
cannot now remember, but I think it was half a
million dollars. Naturally he did not tell me if he
had closed with the proposition, but the making of
it by the committee was a revelation as to the purity
of American politics which he fully understood.
This committee had presented itself with the author-
ity of Franklin Pierce, Democratic candidate for the
presidency.

The scheme in which he at first proposed to util-
ize my services was the formation of a deposit of
arms and materials of war at a point in the Mediter-
ranean from which he could descend promptly on
the coast of Croatia, and this indicated that the two
men-of-war of the committee entered into his plans.
The desired point he found in the little island of
Galita, south of Sardinia, unoccupied and apparently
unclaimed by any power, but on which, he told me,l notn.    What Iost beautifulas absolute pain.wished to devote myself.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